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12.  CONCLUSIONS 

O Was  Balloon 

□ Probably  Balloon 

□ Possibly  Balloon 

□ Was  Aircraft 

O Probably  Aircraft 
D Possibly  Aircraft 

□ Was  Astronomleol 

O Probably  Astronomical 
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Coun  try  i • Libya 

Subject!  UFQB^s  Detected  Near  Wheelus  A3  on 

L?/l3  October^  1956  • 

Sources  633d  ACiN  Squadron  and  L31st  Fighter 
Interceptor  Squadron 

Jet  l/l,  Cara  1/5 


SECRET 

ATIC  #s  303680  • 

AF  #1  10L30U1 

Rpta  #3  IB-1 -56 

Agency s 7 27 2d  Air  Base  ffing  Combat 
Operations  Canter  * 

D.B.  t October  29 ^ 1956 
D.I.s  October  17-l33  1956 


Eva Is  3-2 

On  17/13  October  1956  within  a three  (3)  hour  period ? commencing  at  17/22172, 
two  (2)  different  tracks  of  unidentified  slow  flying  objects  ware  carried  by  the  633d 
AC&J  Squadron,  Tfheelus  Air  Base  Libya.  j?‘-«35D  aircraft  made  radar  contact  with  the 
objects  and  made  repeated  intercepts  with  the  E-U  weapons  system  through  all  phases 
to  op „ash  without  any  visual  contact  being  made  by  the  F-86D  pilots.  No  satisfactory 
explanation  of  these  occurrances  could  be  determined.  This  incident  is  considered 
important  because  of  the  positive  and  repeated  radar  indications  of  an  object  in  the 
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1.  Descriptions  j 

i.  Objects  were  never  sighted  visually 
ground  and  airborne  radar. 


Both  gave  a bright  return  on 
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Sat  1/1,  Card  2/5  Libya  ATXC  #:  303630 

Rpt.  jft  IR-1-56 

2*  Description  of  course  of  obi  acts 5 

d*  Flight  description  and  maneuvers g 

(1)  The  first  ooject  vas  picked  up  on  the  ground  radar  scope  at  1 7/ 
2217Z  October,  L966>)  at  MJPD  501*7*  The  object  maintained  an  approximate  altitude  of 
9$ COO  faet  and  held  a heading  of  21  CP  until  23032  at  which  time*  and  at  NJPD  2805# 
the  heading  was  changed  zo  173?9  Ground  racar  contact  was  lo3t  once  just  prior  to 
the  change  of  heading  and  final  contact  was  Lo3t  at  230)2* 

(2)  The  second  object  wa3  picked  up  on  the  ground  radar  scope  at  17/ 
. 23172  October  at  NJQD  0739*  The  object’s  initial  altitude  was  5jUC0  ft*  Altitude 

at  'disappearance  was  approximately  3?3CO  feet* 

7*  Heathers  * *■ 

a«  Pilots  stated  that  there  was  no  ceiling*  a visibility  of  ten  (10) 
-nautical  miles  and  a ten  (10)  knot  wind  from  the  North* 

8.  During  this  season  migratory  birds  are  flying  South  across  the 
Mediterranean* 

9*  Interception  and  Identification  action  taken: 

a.  Thro  (2)  F~8oD  aircraft  were  diverted  to  location  of  first  object* 

Both  aircraft  made  radar  contact  with  the  object  with-  the  35-14,  weapons  system  and 
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ATXC  #s  ..303630 
Rpt.  # s I:  ir-i-56 

proceeded  through  to  Spla3h  with  no  visual  contact  at  anytime#  When  the  unknown  object 
made  its  heading  change  to  l?Q->  ground  radar  contact  was  lost  momentarily. 

o#  Two  (2)  F“-06D  aircraft  were  diverted  to  the  second  object.  At  23572 
i’/3Xue  i.  flying  at  % COO  faetp  main  radar  contact  on  a heading  of  050°.  F/Blue  1 
*ras  two  {2)  nautical  miles  from  the  range l at  the  time  of  the  initial  contact.  At 
23532  F/BIue.l  got  a Judy  on  a heading  of  C5G*~  cue  raila  from  target.  At  23592  F/31ue 
1 :;ot  a Splash.  At  this  time  the.  object  and  fighter  were  35  nautical  miles  from  the 
ground  radar  .on  a hearing  of  CU?0*  F/Blua  1 did  not  gat  a Taily«ho. 

(1)  F/31us.2s  flying  at  $.000  feet,  got  a radar  contact  at  23592  on 

x heading  of  lCC^  at  a distance  of  x'our  ( u)  nautical  miles  bearing  Cli2°  at  32  miles 
from  ground  radar.  F/31ue  2 had  a Judy  when  he  was  32  nautical  miles  from  the  ground 
radar  at  0h?°:>  a Splash  3li  nautical  miles  at  C$C°  from  the  ground  radar.  He  did  not 
have  a Tallyvho. 

(3)  Ihe  last  two  intercepts  were  as  follows?  F/Blue  1 got  a contact 
at  00Uo2  two  rales  from  target  on  a heading  of  085° ? (bearing  from  ground  radar  G2?° 
at  28  nautical  miles)  a Judy  one  (1)  mile  from  target  on  a heading  of  G85°9  (hearing 
rom  ground  radar  03G^  at  29  nautical  miles)  and  a Splash  at  001*72  (bearing  from 
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Set  l/l9  Card  U/5  Libya  A TIC  #s  303630 

Rpt.  §t  IR-1‘56 

ground  radar  03 3°  at  30  nautical  miles)*  F/Blue  2 got  a contact  tiro  (2)  mile 3 from 
the  target  on  a bearing  of  09CP  (bearing  from  ground  radar  029°  at  23  nautical  miles) 
and  a Splash  at  GChoZ  { bearing  frcn  ground  radar  035°  at  30  nautical  miles)*  This 
Syiasn  wa3  the  last  radar  contact  with  the  object  by  any  type  radar*  The  altitude 
of  both  fighters  on  these  two  (2)  parses  was  3.4  800  feet*  Neither  fighter  achieved 
a Tally-ho*  Due  to  low  fuel  conditions  noth  aircraft  were  released  for  landing* 

(Lt.)  F/Blus  1 stated  that  just  before  each  Splash  the  fighter  air- 
craft would  be  just  above,  just  below,  or  between  cloud 3;  but  never  in  a cloud.  The 
fighter  scope  return  wa3  described  as  very  bright*  Ho  evasive  action  was  taken  by 
either  of  the  object3  at  any  time*. 

10*  There  was  no  other  air  traffic  in  the  area* 

11*  Comments  of  Preparing  Officers 

a*  In  view  of  the  available  data*  no  definite  explanation  for  these 
objects  can  be  made*  One  possible  explanation  is  that  the  objects  are  flocks  of 
■xigrator7  bird3.  However,  it  is  considered  unlikely,  in  view  of  the  9*000  foot 
altitude  of  one  of  the  objects  plus  the  probability  that  repeated  passes  of  the 
fighter  aircraft  would  be  likely  to  change  the  course  of  the  flock  or  disrupt  it 
altogether*  Too,  the  likelihood  of  the  S-4  system  maintaining  lock  all  the  way 
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through  to  a Splash  signal  on  a target  of  this  nature  is  considered 

bt»  Because  of  'tpeed  of  icovement  And  weather  condi u*ons 

inversion  i3  not  considered  probable  cause  of  indications. 
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subject:  Vihselus  AB,  Libya,  18  Oct  56 
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not  necessarily  temperature  inversion  as  such  - may  have  caused 
ta^  return.  Bird 3 Can  give  radar  returns,  but  ve  concur  that  bird 
ba  unlikely  to  maintain  a given  course,  ( or  regain  in  the  vicinity  of 
aircraft)  for  so  long  a period  of  time. 
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